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individual to be brought into his presence, and examined
him. His statement was this: ' I have been one of the
courtiers of Khoshnavaz, King of Hayatalah, but as I
advised him not to oppress his subjects, and not to resist
the King of Persia, whom he would be unable to contend
with, he put me in the state in which you now see rae, and
exposed me to become the prey of wild beasts/ Firiiz took
pity on him, and gave him many presents; after duly
thanking him, the man spoke as follows: ' If you wish to
attack King Khoslmavaz, it will be prudent to fall upon
him unawares on this road through the desert, which is
very near, and I shall point it out.' Firuz, beguiled by the
speech of this man, marched into the desert contrary to
the advice of many of his people, so that his whole army
perished of thirst, and only he himself escaped half dead,
with a few companions, from this calamity after undergoing
a thousand hardships. Thus he arrived in the country of
Hayatalah, to the king of which he sent a messenger to
implore security. Khoslmavaz sent the following reply :
'Although I have treated thee well, and have aided thee
with troops and money to recover thy kingdom, them hast
in return for all these favours yielded to the intreatios of a
number of unprincipled scoundrels, and hast invaded my
country for the purpose of overthrowing my government,
but hast experienced the fate which them hast deserved.
If thou art, however, prepared now again to renew the
treaty honestly, and will after this attempt neither per-
sonally nor by means of others to despatch forces against
me, I shall send thee back to Eran honourably and decently,
and shall again reseat thee on thy throne/ Firuz wan
obliged to agree to this proposal whether ho liked it or not,
and to swear an oath to that effect. Then Khoshnavaz
bestowed various favours upon him, and allowed him to
return to his country; but Firuz could not forget his dis-
grace, and, coiling himself up like a serpent, meditated day
and night how to take revenge and conquer his enemy.